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ARTS Day 2016 to Draw Strength in Numbers for the Arts 
 
Raleigh, NC – For arts lovers of all kinds--art makers, arts educators, arts administrators, arts supporters--ARTS Day is a 
chance to join together and be heard. Founded more than 30 years ago, Arts North Carolina’s annual two-day 
conference of art and action draws hundreds of North Carolinians to their state capital to learn, network, celebrate and 
speak with one voice on behalf of the arts to key decision-makers. ARTS Day 2016 kicks off the advocacy season May 24 
and 25 at NC State’s Talley Student Union and the NC Legislative Building respectively.   
 
Those in this field know the arts play a key role in bettering the health, education and economy of the places where 
people love to work and live. ARTS Day connects citizens to the civic process to see that this knowledge affects public 
policy. “ARTS Day is a moment of clarity for both the Legislature and the individual advocate,” says Karen Wells, 
Executive Director of Arts NC. “Legislators get a visible, visceral impression of the energy, passion, and commitment of 
the arts industry. Individual advocates see that their voice makes a difference.”     
 

Content 
Day 1, Conference Day (May 24, 10:00am – 4:00pm) is devoted to 

professional development, networking, and preparing messages and strategies. In 
addition to a lineup of speakers from various vantage points, ARTS Day 2016 
promises meaningful interactivity. In new regional break-out sessions, participants 
will work together to highlight artistic and cultural assets to make the case for the 
arts in their area.   
 
Day 2, Legislative Day (May 25, 8:00am – 1:30pm) guides attendees to  

take tangible action. Prepared with the messaging and energy of Conference Day, 
attendees meet with their legislators to talk about the importance of sustaining and  
growing public funding and arts education policy. Artists from across North Carolina 
perform on the patio of the legislative building.  

 
Advocacy 101 
Arts lovers need not be seasoned advocates to attend. ARTS Day attendees will 
have 2 chances to attend an introductory Advocacy 101 workshop: May 24 at 
4:00pm and May 25 at 8:00am.  

 

Presenters will include: 
 Rick Glazier: Executive Director of the NC Justice Center 

 John Hood: President, The Pope Foundation; Chairman, The John Locke Foundation 

 David Heinen: Vice President of Public Policy & Advocacy, NC Center for Nonprofits 

 Karen Wells: Executive Director, Arts North Carolina 

 
Performers will include: 

 Singer/Songwriters Laurelyn Dossett, Alice Gerrard and Sheila Kay Adams 

 Award-winning young folk singer and traditional musician, Eliza Meyer 

 Students from the Madison County Junior Appalachian Musicians (JAM) Program 

 The John Brown Trio 

 The Paperhand Puppet Intervention 

 Vocalist and Chair of the UNC Music Department, Louise Toppin 

 Durham’s Flash Chorus 

 The Davie County High School Trumpet Choir 

 Northwood High School’s acapella group, Pitch Please 
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 And others 

 
Regional Break-Out Session Facilitators will include: 

 Georgann Eubanks (Facilitation Coordinator), teacher, consultant, author of the Literary Trails series.  

 Kathleen C. Clark (West), leadership educator and coach, William C. Friday Fellowship 

 Jen Nixon (Piedmont), Executive Director of the Reidsville Area Foundation 

 Shorlette Ammons (East), Community Food Systems Outreach Coordinator, NC A&T; Co-Founder, SugarQube 
Records 
 

Registration 
Registration is open now, and early registration is encouraged; procrastinators’ fees apply after April 22.  
Those registered by April 22 will be entered to win dinner for 2 at Irregardless Café. 

 Full (2-day) Registration: $150 ($190 after April 22) 

 Registration for Legislative Day Only: $35 

 Student Registration (Legislative Day Only): $20 
All registrations include lunch. 
ArtsNow will give away 10 free Legislative Day registrations in a contest beginning April 24. 

 

About the Organizers 
Arts North Carolina is a 501(c)(3) organization that advocates for the arts statewide. With a vision of a vibrant North 
Carolina where the arts are embraced by all as indispensable, Arts NC helps the many arts communities of our state speak 
with a unified voice. They offer training and networking opportunities to foster arts leadership, develop strong relationships 
with legislators, and organize strategic political action in order to champion critical issues for the arts and arts education. 
www.artsnc.org 

 

Calendar Listing 
ARTS Day 2016: For arts lovers of all kinds, North Carolina’s annual conference of art and action is a chance to speak up 
and make a difference in your community. Day 1, Conference Day is May 24, 2016 from 10:00am – 4:00pm at NC State 
University’s Talley Student Union, Raleigh. Day 2, Legislative Day is May 25, 2016 from 8:00am – 1:30pm at the General 
Assembly Legislative Complex, Raleigh. Registration rates range from $20 - $190. Visit www.artsnc.org for more info. 

 

ARTS Day 2016 
North Carolina’s Annual Conference of Art & Action 
Organized by Arts North Carolina 
May 24 (10:00am – 4:00pm) NC State’s Talley Student Union 
May 25 (8:00am – 1:30pm) NC Legislative Complex 
Raleigh, NC 
www.artsnc.org 
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