
PLEASE CONSIDER:
That all our elected officials, at every level of government, should focus first on the health and safety of the 
population. However, when navigating the challenges of the pandemic we ask: 
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The Impact of COVID-19 on North Carolina’s Arts Sector

The arts and culture industry, which is an essential economic driver as well as a vital cultural asset for North 
Carolina, has been devastated by COVID-19. Along with airlines, restaurants and sports, the arts and cultur-
al sector took the first major financial blow dealt by the corona virus. In the earliest days of the crisis, nearly 
all performances and festivals were cancelled, and museums shut their doors to comply with calls for 
social distancing. The arts infrastructure remains dormant until COVID-19 is no longer a public health risk, 
which will likely be months into the future. 

1. Gallup Poll 2018

That all nonprofit organizations including the arts, are included in all government 
stimulus, emergency grant and loan programs, and economic recovery efforts and 
initiatives in order to sustain and reignite the creative and economic engines of the arts. 

That there be consideration of increasing and expanding unemployment insurance 
benefits, including self-employed and “gig” workers which include many individual 
artists and performance/event workers. Now that 36% of Americans participate in the 
“gig economy” in some way1, we must make sure our employment security systems are 
built for all of today’s workforce. 

That charitable giving is incentivized through tax policy whenever possible.

CANCELLATIONS AND REVENUE LOSS:
Concerts, performances, conferences, and instructional and youth programming of all 
kinds were cancelled, in many cases through the spring of 2021. New ticket sales stopped, 
and all pre-paid purchases, enrollments, and subscriptions were refunded or turned into a 
credit, which further limits potential future revenue. 

FURTHER UNCERTAINTY FOR THE FUTURE:
Subscription and advance sales have all but ceased. Economic uncertainty and fears about 
public assembly that may extend for years as a result of COVID-19 are having a severe 
impact. 

DONATIONS IN JEOPARDY:
The stalled economy and financial losses will drastically impact donations. Individuals and 
foundations will be less likely to give during the economic uncertainty of this recession. 

THOUSANDS OF JOBS LOST: 
With earned revenue choked off, donations uncertain, and assistance from CARES Act 
programs already spent, thousands of artists and arts workers have been unemployed for 
months as federal assistance dwindles. The Fine and Performing Arts Industry is suffering 
from over 50% unemployment, leaving tens of thousands of North Carolinians jobless. 
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